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WORK SESSION MEETING 

APRIL 7, 2026 
 

In compliance with Chapter 231, OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT of the State of New 
Jersey, adequate notice has been given to all members of the Governing Body, the “Local Source” 
and the "Westfield Leader" the two newspapers designated to receive such notice.  The notice is 
posted on the Borough Hall bulletin board. 
 
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli called the meeting to order at 7:32 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Mirabelli, Councilman Dierkes, Council President Matejek, Councilwoman 
Pacifico, Councilman Rinaldo, Councilman Van Deusen, Councilwoman Wass, Attorney Post and 
Administrator Mortimer.  Also present were Public Works Director Matthew DeAnna, CFO Justyna 
Diaz, Captain Michael Jackson,  Engineer Mike Disko and Senior Coordinator Kim Moriak. 
 
 
Discussion was held regarding a request from the Finance Officer to purchase gift checks for 
Deerfield School Graduation Class Valedictorian and Salutatorian.  Council approved two gift 
checks in the amount of $300 and $200. The proper resolution will be prepared for the next 
meeting. 
----------------------------- 
 
Discussion was held regarding annual donations. The annual donations were approved and 
include the Memorial Day Parade, PTO Fall Festival, PTO Trunk or Treat and Rescue Squad 
Spooky Trail at $500 per event.  The proper resolution will be prepared for the next meeting. 
------------------------------ 
 
Discussion was held regarding authorization to enter into a grant agreement with the Department 
of Human Services Division of Planning for a Municipal Drug Alliance Grant. The grant period is 
effective through a fiscal year cycle for 2026-2027 and covers anti-drug and anti-alcohol programs. 
Kim Moriak mentioned HUD cut grant funding and therefore our portion was decreased. The 
proper resolution authorizing the grant agreement will be prepared for the next meeting. 
----------------------------- 
 
Discussion was held regarding the introduction of the 2026 municipal budget.  The municipal 
budget increase for an average assessed home of $636,774.02 equates to a tax increase of 
$199.03. The Mayor summarized the proposed increases, decreases and anticipated revenues.  
The 2026 capital projects include road and sewer improvements. A bond ordinance will be 
introduced to fund such projects. Budget introduction is scheduled for the next meeting. 
------------------------------ 
 
Discussion was held regarding a letter of support for the Washington-Rochambeau Alliance 
Project. This initiative is dedicated to preserving and sharing the history of the 1781 march of the 
allied American and French armies through New Jersey on their way to Yorktown. Approval was 
unanimous for supporting the alliance project.  
------------------------------ 
 
Discussion was held regarding department refunds. The recreation department would like to refund 
participants who cancelled their registrations. The proper resolution will be prepared for the next 
meeting. 
----------------------------- 
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Discussion was held regarding an application for a sidewalk café license from Publick House.  The 
Borough Engineer recommended issuance of the license with restrictions based on the borough 
ordinance. Council approved the recommendation.  
-----------------------------------  
 
Discussion was held regarding a proposed ordinance for part time salaried employees. Attorney 
Post mentioned the ordinance would mimic full time salaried employees time off.  The proposed 
ordinance will be prepared for the next meeting.  
-------------------------------- 
 
Discussion was held regarding a request for a road opening permit at 298 Old Tote Road.  
Homeowner Vincent Chang would like to convert the HVAC system to natural gas due to the age 
and performance of the current system. The Borough Engineer recommended infrared for one 
road patch and curb to curb for more than one patch.  The Mayor would like to incorporate 
processes in the building department to notice new homeowners about moratoriums on their 
street.   
-----------------------------  
 
Discussion was held regarding two requests for affordable housing funding for their projects. 
Community Options requested funding for the purchase and creation of a group home.  The Arc of 
Union County is seeking funding towards building a house on Central Avenue. Attorney Post 
advised Council to defer action to their requests until our affordable housing plan is approved.  
---------------------------- 
 
Discussion was held regarding Kiana Taveras’ final payout. The deputy clerk resigned and is 
receiving unused comp and vacation time in the sum of $825.82. Council debated if she was 
entitled to unused 2025 vacation time and was moved to executive session.  
------------------------------ 
 
Discussion was held regarding an AV system proposal.  Councilman Van Deusen explained the 
need for a video conferencing system for those unable to attend meetings in person.  A proposal 
was submitted that did not fit our needs therefore, another proposal will be obtained.  
------------------------------ 
 
BILLS & CLAIMS: 
 
The following resolution was introduced by Councilman Dierkes and seconded by Councilwoman 
Pacifico: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mountainside that the 
following bills of the persons named and for the amounts stated below, having been duly audited 
and found to be correct this 7th day of April 2026, the same be paid after Council's review, if and 
when funds are available and that the Mayor, Council President, Administrator and Treasurer are 
hereby authorized and directed to sign and deliver warrants for same in the amount of $164,600.64 
(Copy of bill list attached.) 
 
Roll Call: Ayes: Dierkes, Matejek, Pacifico, Rinaldo, Van Deusen, Wass. Nays: 0 
------------------------------ 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:    None 
------------------------------ 
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Upon motion by Councilman Dierkes and a second by Councilwoman Pacifico, the following 
resolution to adjourn to closed session was unanimously adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to discuss contracts, personnel and litigation 
which are matters where the exclusion of the public is permitted; and 

 
WHEREAS, public disclosure of the results of this discussion will be made as soon as the 

matters discussed have been resolved by the Governing Body of the Borough of Mountainside. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Mountainside that the aforesaid matters shall be discussed in closed session upon adoption of this 
resolution. 
------------------------------- 
 
Meeting adjourned to closed session at 8:18 P.M. 
 
The meeting was recalled to public session at 8:50 P.M. 
------------------------------ 
 
The following resolution was introduced by Councilman Dierkes and seconded by Councilwoman 
Pacifico. 

RESOLUTION 52-2026 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT FOR 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS the Borough of Mountainside ("Borough") has a need to acquire professional 

services as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and  
 
WHEREAS the QPA has determined and certified in writing that the value of the acquisition will 

exceed $17,500; and 
 
WHEREAS the anticipated term of this contract is one year, and 
 
WHEREAS Marco DiStefano, Esq., from the Law Office of Marco DiStefano, Esq., LLC has 

submitted a proposal in February indicating that he will provide services as Special Litigation Counsel 
at a rate of $175 an hour for the Borough; and 

 
WHEREAS, the contract is anticipated not to exceed $40,000; and  
 
WHEREAS Marco DiStefano, Esq., from the Law Office of Marco DiStefano, Esq., LLC has 

completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Marco 
DiStefano, Esq. from the Law Office of Marco DiStefano, Esq., LLC has not made any reportable 
contributions to a candidate committee in the Borough of Mountainside in the previous one year, and 
that the contract will prohibit Marco DiStefano, Esq. from the Law Office of Marco DiStefano, Esq., 
LLC from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 
WHEREAS the Boroughs Financial Officer has certified that the funds are available for this 

contract. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Mountainside authorizes borough officials to enter in to a contract with Marco DiStefano, Esq. from the 
Law Office of Marco DiStefano, Esq., LLC as described herein; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the 
Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution and, 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that award of this contract will be published on the borough 

website under public notices within ten days hereof. 
 
Roll Call: Ayes: Dierkes, Matejek, Pacifico, Rinaldo, Van Deusen, Wass. Nays: 0 
------------------------------ 
 
Upon a motion by Councilman Dierkes and a second by Councilwoman Pacifico, the meeting was 
unanimously adjourned at 8:52 PM.  
 
 
_______________________ 
Martha Lopez, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


