2010 MAYOR’S ADDRESS
I want to start by saying that I am humbled and honored to be the Mayor of Mountainside.  I was recently reminded that I am only the third Mayor of Mountainside in the past thirty years.  I want to ensure every resident that I guarantee to do my best to ensure that Mountainside remains the prominent, prestigious, and fiscally responsible community that has been its tradition.

My job, while it may be difficult at times, is made easier because of the members of council, dedicated administration & staff, and all of the volunteers.

There is tremendous experience on council, especially Keith Turner who has been member of council for nineteen years with four years as council president.  Others like Glenn Mortimer for eleven years, Bill Lane for nine years, and Robert Messler for six years.  There is also an influx of new blood on council with Jeff Wass who is in his second year and Deanna Andre, our newest member, and the second councilwoman in the history of Mountainside.  I am confident that the Governing Body will only make its decisions in the best interest of Mountainside which is how we have always governed.

I also depend on our experienced administration and staff who are dedicated to serving our community, particularly, our Township Attorney, John Post, and our Chief of Police and Administrator, Jim Debbie. John Post has contributed legal advice to this community for thirty-eight years and Jim Debbie has served on the Police Department for thirty-eight years and has been the Borough Administrator for ten and a half years.  These two individuals and our entire borough staff have had and will continue to have a major positive impact on the quality of life in our community.  Our Police Department is second to none in Union County.  All of our officers are dedicated to protecting and serving our community and do so every day.  Most importantly Mountainside would not be the community it is without our volunteers.  There are many volunteer organizations in Mountainside.  Our Fire Department is the best volunteer Fire Company in the County who not only provide us with fire protection but also do other community services such as aiding in the trimming of our Christmas tree and training our children about fire protection.  In addition, the Fire Company for many years has sponsored or co-sponsored the annual 4th of July fireworks.  Our Rescue Squad has a long tradition of providing live-saving services to our community.  I know first hand, two years ago I fell off the roof of my house and the Rescue Squad was there in minutes, making a truly traumatic event into a bearable one.  I thank them on behalf of myself and our community.  Mountainside Lions Club has decorated the Borough Christmas tree for the last forty years. Almost every day throughout the year you see volunteers working with our youth in sports and other character-building programs.  Mountainside Youth Baseball has been teaching little league baseball to children for over fifty years.  Almost every family past, present and future will have participated in some fashion through the Mountainside Youth Baseball Program.  The Mountainside PAL celebrated ten years of providing sport recreation and social activity in our community.  The Mountainside PAL is also one of the co-sponsors of the annual 4th of July fireworks.  Mountainside Softball Association, one of our newest organizations, provides softball programs to the young women in our community.  Our community also has a very active girls and boys programs in Cub, Boys and Girls Scouts and Brownies.  All of these programs are only possible because of the dedicated men and women volunteers.  Mountainside is a community of volunteers, and it is the spirit of volunteerism in this town which makes Mountainside the community we are all glad to call our home.

For this I thank all of the hundreds of giving residents who care about and work for the betterment of our community and who have made Mountainside as described by the NY Times as “A hidden gem in Union County”. Thank you.

